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Just to hear one described or even to see a picture of such a
vessel cannot possibly give you a very good idea of the sea-
worthiness of these ships. They must have been much safer,
however, than the clumsy wooden boxes in which the Greeks
crossed the ^Egean and tic Romans sailed along the coast of
Africa. For the skippers of the old Mediterranean rarely ven-
tured out of sight of land, whereas the Polynesians eventually
found their way from one end of the Pacific to the other. And
besides that they were able to maintain regular communications
between such islands as Hawaii and Tahiti and New Zealand,
which are more than a thousand miles removed from one
another.

As for the instruments of navigation which were at the dis-
posal of these early mariners, there were nonel As already men-
tioned, the famous story about the calabash with the holes in it
which could be used as a primitive sort of sextant we now know
to be part of an elaborate practical joke played by a native chief-
tain upon a too inquisitive European visitor. And the maps
made out of reeds were so primitive that they can only have
been of use to people who were already completely familiar
with the lay of the land (or rather, the lay of the water), and
probably could have done just as well without them.

But there is one thing. Having from earliest childhood been
brought up on board a ship, the Polynesians of the Polynesian
Middle Ages, quite like our ancestors of the Christian Middle
Ages, must have been able to read the stars as to-day we read the
signs along one of our arterial roads.

There remains the question of how they were able to carry
sufficient provisions for voyages mat often must have covered
several thousand miles. Unlike the contemporaries of Columbus
and VascQ da Gama, they had no hold on board their ships in
which to stow away barrels of pork and hard-tack. Neither was
there any extra space for water. It could be transported in
gourds, but most likely the Polynesians waited for the rainy
season, before they started upon a lengthy voyage. In this case